BOSWELI/S LIFE OF JOHNSON
tionate air, 'My dear Boswell, I should be very unhappy at
parting, did I think we were not to meet again.3
We talked of the education of children; and I asked him
what he thought was best to teach them first. JOHNSON. 'Sir,
it is no matter what you teach them first, any more than what
leg you shall put into your breeches first. Sir, you may stand
disputing which is best to put in first, but in the mean time
your breech is bare. Sir, while you are considering which of
two things you should teach your child first, another boy has
learnt them both.'
On Thursday, July 28, we again supped in private at the
Turk's Head coffee-house. JOHNSON. 'Swift has a higher
reputation than he deserves. His excellence is strong sense;
for his humour, though very well, is not remarkably good. I
doubt whether The Tale of a Tub be his; for he never owned
it, and it is much above his usual manner,'
He laughed heartily, when I mentioned to him a saying
of his concerning Mr Thomas Sheridan, which [Samuel]
Foote took a wicked pleasure to circulate. 'Why, Sir, Sherry
is dull, naturally dull; but it must have taken him a great
deal of pains to become what we now see him. Such an ex-
cess of stupidity, Sir, is not in Nature.' 'So (said he,) I allowed
him all his own merit'
He now added, 'Sheridan cannot bear me. I bring his
declamation to a point. I ask him a plain question, "What do
you mean to teach?" Besides, Sir, what influence can Mr
Sheridan have upon the language of this great country, by
his narrow exertions? Sir, it is burning a farthing candle at
Dover, to shew light at Calais.'
I again begged his advice as to my method of study at
Utrecht. 'Come, (said he) let us make a day of it. Let us go
down to Greenwich and dine, and talk of it there,' The fol-
lowing Saturday was fixed for this excursion.
As we walked along the Strand to-night, arm in arm, a
woman of the town accosted us, in the usual enticing manner.
'No, no, my girl, (said Johnson) it won't do.' He, however,
did not treat her with harshness, and we talked of the
wretched life of such women; and agreed, that much more
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